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Good morning everyone, I’m __________ and I want to welcome you to this special NNA Webinar event: Using Credible Witnesses. 
 
[The National Notary Association has been around for more than 50 years.  We are an association that strives to offer exceptional educational programs to Notaries all over the U.S.  As part of our core values, the NNA believes that compliance with your state’s laws, managing liability risks, and being a professional, provides the best protection for you, the notary, as well as your signer.  We are here to serve you.]

Today’s informational webinar on how to use credible witnesses is our way of thanking you for serving your public and providing you with the support you need. 

The information presented today is not state specific. It is important that you review your state’s Notary Public laws to ensure these practices are applicable. However we will provide you with a strong foundation on which you can build your notary best practices.

So let’s get started.



Topics We Will Address Today

* New laws already and soon to become
effective:

 Acknowledgment certificates affecting real estate

Notary commissioning process

Scrivener’s Affidavit

Health care directives

Misconduct on referendum and ballot initiatives
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The most commonly asked questions in regard to using credible witnesses are…

When do I use a credible witness?
How do I use a credible witness?

Those questions will be answered today.



[ O T O e e N T A T T
Business Entity

Acknowledgment

State of
Countv of

On this daw of .20 _ before me, .a Notarv
Public. (or before anv officer within this State or without the State now gqualified under existing
laww to take acknowledgments) dulv commissioned,. gualified and acting_ within and for said
Countv and State, appeared in person the within named and

. (being the person or persons authorized bv said corporation.
[business trust, estate. partnership, limited liability companw,_ association. joint venture, or other
legal entitw] to execute such instrument, stating their respective capacities in that behalf), to me
personallv well known (or satisfactorily proven to be such person). who stated that [he, she, or
thew] was [were] the [amd ]. of the .,
corporation [business trust, estate, partnership, limited liability companyw, association, joint
wventure, or other legal entitw]. and was [were] dulwv authorized in [his. her, or their] respective
capacitv [capacities] to execute the foregoing instrument(s) for and in the name and behalf of
said corporation [business trust. estate, partnership. limited liabilitv company. association, joint
wenture or other legal entity]. and further stated and acknowledged that [he. she., or thew] had so
signed,. executed, and delivered said foregoing instrument for the consideration, uses, and

purposes therein mentioned and set forth.

INTESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set mv hand and official seal this daw of
20

(Notary Public)
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Using credible witnesses is a method of identification that has been in practice for centuries.  So let’s take a step back into history. Many states had to enact codes to regulate how Notaries identify a signer because there were no cars, no driver’s licenses, and no standardized identification documents. 

Also, people didn’t get around as much; they generally stayed within their local communities where people knew one another.  

The only way a Notary could identify a signer was by personally knowing the signer, or by using a credible identifying witness - a person known to the notary – that could vouch for the identity of that signer.  We will demonstrate this in just a few moments.




[ O T O e e N T A T T
Completing Certificate

* Enter state and county
e Enter date of notarization

* Enter name of signer(s), title(s) and name
of business entity

 Indicate type of business
 Add the date again In testimonium clause
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State of Arkansas
Countwv of Poinsett

On this _12th dav of Julwv . 2013 before me, Nntar‘}i‘s Mame . a Notary
Public, {m%c&r:mrﬁwﬁthﬁrtﬁa-&mwﬁtﬁutﬁ:ﬁtquuﬂiﬁ:&m&wmﬁtg
lawe to-take-ackmessdadmmentsy, dulv commissioned,. qualified and acting_ within and for said
County and State, appeared in person the within named _ Signer 1 's Name and
Signer 2's Name ~fbeing the person or persons authorized by said ecrperation-
Pousiness -HAust-astate; partnership-Jlimited liabilitz- _compans: - association,-joint—venture. cr-other
“degat-entitv}to execute such instrument, stating their respective capacities in that behalf), tome
personallyv well known forsattsfactordy -proveenr torbe sureh-perserry, who stated that fhe-she-or
theyj-wasfwere} the partners [arret }. ofthe Double R . a
rentnreorother-tesad—enrtitvw} and waswerel dulv authorized in fhtsrdrer-—or theirfrespective
-capaecitv-fcapacitiest to execute the foregoing instrumentfs)y for and in the name and behalf of
said eerpoeratron {biisiress irmesi;-estate; partnership - larved-Habiitv-compans, - assoctation  —HoHte
senture or-otherlagal entitv], and further stated and acknowledged that fhe.she;-er thev} had so
signed, executed. and delivered said foregoing instrument for the consideration, uses, and
purposes therein mentioned and set forth.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF_I have hereunto set mv hand and official seal this -12th dav of
July 2013

Notary's Name
(M otary Public)
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Individual Acknowledgment

for Real Estate

State of

Countv of

On this dav of .20 . before me, a Notary Public, (or before anv officer
within this State or without the State now qualified under existing law to take
acknowledgments. ) appeared the within named [and ]. tome

personallv well known (or satisfactorilv proven to be such person), who stated and
acknowledged that [he, she or thev] had so signed, executed and delivered said foregoing
instrument for the consideration, uses and purposes therein mentioned and set forth.

IN TESTIMONY WHEEREOEF_ I have hereunto set mv hand and official seal this dav of
.20

{MNotaryv Public)
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Attorney In Fact

Acknowledgment

State of

County of

On this dav of .20 before me, . the undersigned
officer, personally appeared . known to me (or satisfactorilv proven) to be
the person whose name is subscribed as attomeyv in fact for . and acknowledged

that he executed the same as the act of his principal for the consideration, uses, and purposes

therein contained.

INTESTIMONY WHEREOF I hereunto set my hand and official seal.

(Title of Officer)

A SreciAal WEBINAR PRESENTATION By THE

INATIONAL NOTARY A SSOCIATION



Presenter
Presentation Notes

Using credible witnesses is a method of identification that has been in practice for centuries.  So let’s take a step back into history. Many states had to enact codes to regulate how Notaries identify a signer because there were no cars, no driver’s licenses, and no standardized identification documents. 

Also, people didn’t get around as much; they generally stayed within their local communities where people knew one another.  

The only way a Notary could identify a signer was by personally knowing the signer, or by using a credible identifying witness - a person known to the notary – that could vouch for the identity of that signer.  We will demonstrate this in just a few moments.




Further Considerations
e Certificates need not have bracketed
wording

e Ensure Information there Is correct before
you sign and affix your seal

e County may be where Notary resides or
where notarization occurs
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Further Considerations

* Acknowledgment still valid:
* Does not strictly comply with form

e Gender listed does not match gender of
person acknowledging

* Does not identify the title of person
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Scrivener’s Affidavit

e Corrects information in document affecting
real property such as:
* |dentification, marital status, relation
* |dentification of business entity
» Legal description of property
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Scrivener’s Affidavi

SCRIVENER'S ERROR AFFIDAVIT
KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PREESENTS that:

[Name] prepared or completed the form of a [Tvpe of instrument] _ with regard to a convevance
from [Name(s)] as [grantor, mortgagor, etc.] to [[Name(s)] as [grantee, mortgagee, etc.]. The
[Tvpe of instrument] which was recorded in the records of County, Arkansas, on [[Date] as
Instrument Number [in Book at Page] contained a scrivener’'s emror with regard to the [reason for
correction(s)].

The aforementioned [Tvpe of instrument] should reflect that the [Tvpe of instrument] read as
follows: [Insert correction(s)]. Further affiant sayeth naught. WITINESS my hand and seal on this
daw of 20

[Signature]
MName printed:

ACENOWLEDGMENT
STATE OF} iss.
COUNTY OF}
On this daw of .20 . before me, a Notaryv Public in and for the said countw
and state, personally appeared . tome well known, and acknowledged that [he/she] had
executed the foregoing document for the consideration, uses, and purposes therein mentioned
and set forth.

IN WITIWNESS WHEREOF, [ hereunto set mv hand and official seal.

MNotary Public

My Commission Expires:
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Scrivener’s Error Section

SCRIVENER'S ERROR AFFIDAVIT
ENOWALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS that:

[Name] prepared or completed the form of a [Tvpe of instrument] _ with regard to a conveyance
from [Name(s)] as [grantor, mortgagor, etc.] to [Nameis)] as [grantee, mortgagee, etc.]. The
[Tvpe of instrument] which was recorded in the records of Countv, Arkansas, on [Date] as
Instrument Number [in Book at Page] contained a scrivener’s error with regard to the [reason for

correction(s)].

The aforementioned [Tvpe of instrument] should reflect that the [Tvpe of instrument] read as
follows: [Insert correction(s)]. Further affiant saveth naught. WITNESS my hand and seal on this

___dayof .20

[Signature]
Name printed:
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Scrivener’s Acknowledgment

ACKENOWLEDGMENT
STATE OF} 185
COUNTY OF}
On this dav of .20 _ before me, a Notarv Public in and for the said county
and state, personallv appeared . tome well known, and acknowledged that [he/she] had
executed the foregoing document for the consideration, uses, and purposes therein mentioned
and set forth.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF . I hereunto set mv hand and official seal.

Notarv Public

My Commission Expires:
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Scrivener’s Affidavit

 You must administer an oath or affirmation

e You may charge for two acts, $5 for oath
and $5 for completing certificate
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Health Care Directive

g SIGNATURE

Your signature should enber be wimessed by two congpetent adults or notarized. IF wimessed, neither wimess should be
11 e person vou appointed as vour agent, and a1 least one of the witnesses shiould be someone who is nod related 1o von or
enntled 1o any padt of your estate

12
13 Signanue DATE
{Pathent s
14 Witnesses
15 LT mn oo coampetent adult who is not naned as the agent. |
witnessed e patient’s sigmatuge ol s form Sugnatge of witness munber |
16
21 o conmgretent wdult who i oo naoed as the agent. 1 o ool
17 related 1o the patient by bood, muriage, or adopiion and | - 5
wonld mot be entitled 10 any portion of the patient s estate upon Signanue of withess tmumber 2
18 buis on e ddeath nder amy existing will or codicil or by opepition
of law. | witnessed the patient s signafiuae on Uus forn
19
This document may be notanzed mstead of winessed:
20 I - S T D S S S S T S S S T S S T S S T S . S S S S T S . -
21 STATE OF ARKANSAS
COUNTY OF _
22
1 mm o Notmy Poblic in and for the State and Counry naned above, The person who signed this instmment is personally knowi to me
23 {or proved 1o me on the basis of sansfactory evidence) 1o be the person who signed as the “patient™, The patient personally nppeared
before me and signed ahove or scknowledged the signanme above as his or ber own. 1 declase under penalty of perjury that the patiem
24 appears to be of sound mind and mnder no duress, fraud, or undue influence
25 My cotmnission expires -
Signanue of Notary Public
26
27 W W TANC
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Other New Law Changes

* Must state on application if you have been
convicted of a felony

* Allows Secretary to require Notary
applicants demonstrate they reviewed
Notary law and Notary duties

 Notaries are authorized to take
depositions
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[ O T O e e N T A T T
Other New Law Changes

* Notary changes residency, or nonresident
changes employment, must file original or
certified copy of original bond to new
county of residence or employment

* Notaries use blue or black ink for stamp
and signature
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Other New Law Changes

« SOS may deny or revoke If Notary
overcharges

 If Notary commission revoked, may
reapply after 10 years from date of
revocation

 Fraud in notarizing referendum or ballot
Initiative is a Class A misdemeanor
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Connect with the NNA and other Notaries
through our social media channels!

Stay updated on the latest NNA events, news and best practices.

facebook.com/nationalnotary
twitter.com/nationalnotary
linkedin.com/company/national-notary-association
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Connect with other NNA members, stay informed on special events, and learn about recent notary laws and notary best practices.


Being an NNA Member has its benefits:

e 24 Hour Online Help at NationalNotary.org
 Educational resources

 Reqgular Updates with NNA Publications

* Toll Free Hotline Support

 Member Privileges and Partner Discounts
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Being a member of the National Notary Association is one of the best decisions you could make.  We offer services that will help you in your Notary career.  Here are just a few…


For further information, contact:
hotline@nationalnotary.org
888-876-0827

Hotline Counselors are available to assist you
Monday-Friday 5am-7pm and
Saturdays 5am-5pm (PT)

Webinar Archives at:
http://www.nationalnotary.org/webinar-archives/index.html
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I’m going to introduce Luis Villaneda, he will answer your questions, and provide you with the email address and phone number for further information.

mailto:hotline@nationalnotary.org
http://www.nationalnotary.org/webinar-archives/index.html
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